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" We can have no knowledge of the real nature of any compound object, 
even in its singularity, as it appears before us, before we have a pure 
intellectual conception of universal existence in general" (p. 17). "We 
thus arrive at a new conclusion, — that the human intelligence is identically 
the same with the one Absolute Knowledge" (p. 21). Extension (or mat- 
ter and force) is not an attribute of God, but the actualization of an image 
in the divine mind. " Thus, Absolute Intellectuality is the Intellectual 
Being of the universe " (p. 27). " The Being of Intellectuality which is 
Absolute Wisdom, eternal and unchangeable Truth, contains within itself 
all the compound objects that were, that are, and that ever shall be in 
manifested existence — in one absolute ideal existence. Absolute Wis- 
dom is the abstract image of the whole universe in general, and this is the 
laws of nature. The laws of nature, therefore, which are the laws of 
Wisdom, constitute the everlasting general existence in the Being of Intel- 
lectuality itself, from which the universe as a whole, in its potential state 
and in its manifestation, is an Absolute Emanation, through an absolute 
one intellectual cause of the Absolute Intellectuality" (pp. 61, 62). The 
account of this ' Emanation ' is singularly obscure. " The Cogitation oscil- 
lates from one infinity to the other in the Intellectuality ; and oscillating 
from one infinity of the infinite number into the other infinity of the in- 
finite inferences, and oscillating again from the infinity of the infinite infer- 
ences into the other infinity of the infinite number, produces Intellecttial 
Waves in the whole Intellectuality, through which an infinite Intellectual 
Light radiates and photographs a Spiritual Substance qualified to the 
Intellectuality in which all mental images pass over at once in an absolute 
generality from their idealistic state in the Absolute Intellectuality into 
a potential state in this Spiritual Substance. This Spiritual Substance I 
call the Universal (or Absolute) Essence " (pp. 63, 64). The necessity of 
this Emanation the author calls the necessity of a mathematical inference. 
Such, in brief, is the ' System.' The greater part of the book is occupied 
with a criticism — of course, from the author's own point of view — of the 
historical systems of philosophy and of current scientific concepts. While 
some of the conclusions reached in the latter field are very startling (such 
as the invalidating of the Law of Gravitation), the insight shown in the 
criticism of philosophical systems is very considerable. t q 

Grundlegung fiir eine moderne praktisch-ethische Lebensanschauung 
(nationale und ideale Sittenlehre). Von Dr. Johannes Unold. Leip- 
zig, S. Hirzel, 1896. — pp. xviii, 393. 

This work is an attempt to demonstrate how a practical system of ethics 
may be formulated which shall be independent of all theological dogma, 
in perfect accord with the results of scientific research, and adequate in 
every respect for the moral regeneration and uplifting of society. The 
scheme is an ambitious one, and is carried out with some degree of sue- 
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cess ; but perhaps the conclusions reached are not so striking as is the 
remarkable moral earnestness which pervades the whole work, and rises at 
times to a lofty enthusiasm for truth and goodness. 

The author starts from the conviction that the social, political, and 
economic phenomena of present-day life — and especially of life in Ger- 
many — are of such a character as to indicate very serious deficiencies 
in the moral standard of the great majority of persons. He holds that 
neither the influence of custom nor that of religion is such as can be 
trusted to supply and enforce such a standard, and that the establishing of 
morality on a firm and trustworthy basis is essential for the safety and 
future progress of society. Furthermore, the teaching of a rational and 
practical morality must be made a recognized part of the educational sys- 
tem, so that the whole mass of the people may become leavened by it. 
The aim of the moral life, as conceived by the author, is well indicated 
by the motto taken from Herbart : " Bessere Zeiten durch bessere 
Menschen." Through the instrumentality of free, rational, and moralized 
personalities the community, and ultimately the whole of humanity, is to 
be raised to a higher level. Neither egoism nor altruism is to be relied on 
for this purpose. Pure egoism is unmoral, and pure altruism is impracti- 
cable and irrational ; but the true force is found in such an enlightened 
recognition of the mutual claims of the self and of others as constitutes an 
'ethical socialism,' which is presented in strong contrast to the so-called 
' social democracy ' with which Dr. Unold has little sympathy. He insists 
strongly on the desirability of establishing ethics on a basis independent 
of supernatural sanction, but he recognizes the need of strong social, legal, 
and political sanctions. In his view of the state as the external embodi- 
ment and realization of morality, the author differs little from Hegel. In 
general, his attitude in regard to existing institutions and current moral 
judgmonts is distinctly conservative. This is noticeable in his references 
to the marriage relation and the family ; his statements in this connection 
are perhaps true, but they are certainly trite. The book, as a whole, is a 
sign of the interest in ethical subjects which has so noticeably increased 
during the last few years, both in Europe and America. As an attempt to 
bring theoretical ethics into touch with the practical problems of life, it has 
a value of its own. The style is at times a little diffuse, and more than a 
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Grundzilge der wissenschaftlichen und technischen Ethik. Von Dr. 
Fred Bon. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 1896. — pp. 166. 

This is evidently a dissertation presented for the degree of doctor of 
philosophy at Leipzig. Part I, which deals with the ' scientific ' part of 
the subject, presents in outline Wundt's well-known theory of morals, and 
is chiefly interesting as evidence that the Leipzig philosopher has succeeded 
in inducing another human being to join him in burning incense to that 



